
 

Strictly Ballroom 

Philo’s production of STRICTLY BALLROOM THE MUSICAL will be performed at the Erindale Theatre in 
October 2017. 

Director – Chris Baldock  
Musical Director – Rhys Madigan 
Choreographer – Emma Nikolic 
Ballroom Dancing Advisor – Karen Brock 
 

Important Dates 

Rehearsals will be held on 

Monday and Wednesday evenings 7 -10 pm and  
Sundays 10am- 5pm. 

Performances: 12-28 October 

From the Director 

Hello, 

On behalf of Canberra Philharmonic Society and the Artistic Team, welcome to the auditions for 
the exciting premiere of Baz Luhrmann’s Strictly Ballroom. As you know, Strictly Ballroom is an 
iconic piece of Australian entertainment – funny, thrilling, moving, glitzy, hugely entertaining and 
yet still very Australian. All of us involved in this production are aware of the responsibility we have 
to honour, not only Baz’s vision, but also the hearts of theatregoers who hold this story dear. To 
that end, we are looking for a passionate, dedicated and talented cast who can dazzle, move, 
excite and knock the socks off an audience and a cast who is committed to working hard and 
closely with the artistic team to realise their vision. It’s important for us that anyone who accepts a 
role in this show is available for rehearsals as required. Please advise of any prior commitments on 
your audition form. Rehearsals will be preceded by a “Ballroom Bootcamp” for the first few weeks 
so it is important that we have all in attendance. 
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On a personal level, please be prepared to not only excel in your singing and dancing but also in 
your ability to show you have the capacity and willingness to create fully-fledged, three dimensional 
characters, no matter the size of the role you are auditioning for. Like the theatre world, the 
ballroom dancing world is full of unique characters and this show pays tribute to them. Character 
development, so rare in the musical theatre world, is an important part of my process and will be 
vital to the success of the show. “But I’m a singer/dancer, Chris!” I hear you cry. Never fear. If I can 
see the potential, then it’s a big tick from me. 

 

I believe in having fun at auditions. It gets the best out of you. So please, when you come along, 
enjoy the experience. As I’m new to Canberra, most of you will be new to me. I’m really excited to 
see what Canberra’s musical theatre world has to offer so come and knock our socks off. You’ll be 
glad you did. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Chris Baldock 
Director 

 

Audition Details 

Auditions will be held at the Philo premises at 18 Collie Street, Fyshwick.  

Your group session will include an individual singing audition and a group dance audition. Please allow one 
and half hours for your audition.  

Please arrive 10 minutes prior to the session start time.  

To save time on the day, please bring a photo of yourself to attach to your application form. This is to help 
the panel remember who you are.  

 

Bookings 

All audition bookings are via our website: http://philo.org.au/auditions 
Note: Acting script audition material for lead roles will be emailed to you after you book an audition.  

To request a change, please email auditions@philo.org.au.  

If you are running late on the day please call Mick on 0417212261. 

 

Eligibility 

All auditionees must be at least 16 years of age unless auditioning for an identified Children’s role. 
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Singing 

Please prepare one song of your own choice. The song must not be from Strictly Ballroom the Musical, 
rather choose something that shows off your voice to its best advantage and that you feel very confident 
with. 

In terms of song choice, we recommend firstly choosing a song that shows off your voice and that you 
know well. Secondly, it should be a song that allows you to perform. Stylistically, any songs from musicals 
post-1950 should be fine, that said, if you know another song from a different period that you think you can 
perform better, then choose that song. We want to see strong voices and performances foremost.  

If you are auditioning for a principal role, please prepare a second song in a contrasting style. We may not 
request to hear this song. 

All vocal ranges will be considered for ensemble. If you are auditioning for a principal role, you are 
expected to be familiar with the requirements of the roles (see below).  

You must sing with accompaniment. You can either bring: 

• A track on CD or iPod. Backing tracks must not contain vocals.  
• Sheet music for the accompanist (in the correct key, with any cuts indicated, and pages in the right 

order, etc.).  
o We recommend having a run through with your own accompanist or singing teacher 

before the audition to check that the sheet music is in the correct key! 
o On the day, please take a few moments to talk to the accompanist about the overall 

tempo, direction, and cuts or changes.  
 
Note that if the Audition Panel feels they have heard enough to determine your vocal quality, they may 
stop you mid note. This should not be taken as any indicator of whether you will or will not be cast.  

Acting 

You will be required to read a small excerpt from the show. There is no expectation that you will know 
this reading or be able to recite it to the panel without reading. You are welcome to hold the written 
words.  We will be looking for your use of expression, ability to project and take direction. You may be 
asked to read the excerpt using a particular character style. You should also be prepared to move outside 
what may be considered the standard character for the role.   

Dancing 

All auditionees will be required to participate in a dance audition. Those auditioning for ensemble will learn 
and perform a short choreographed routine as a group. Auditionees for particular principal roles will be 
taught an extended sequence.  

Please wear clothes that you feel comfortable dancing and moving in. Do not wear dresses, skirts, or high 
heels.  

Audition for Children’s Roles 

Children wishing to audition for the roles of Luke or Kylie will be required to attend a specific audition at  
10am Sunday 21st May. 
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Important Notes for all Auditionees 

• Audition time is strictly limited so use your time to show the panel what you can do. No extra 
time will be available. The panel will be looking for vocal quality, range and pitch as well as 
dramatic and movement ability. 

• Audition pieces should be well prepared. Remember, it is in your own interests to present 
yourself well. 

• All auditions are private and may only be attended by the panel and auditionees.   
• Please don't apologise to the panel for the state of your health or your voice. We have heard (and 

tried!) all these excuses before!  
• And most of all, enjoy it!!  This is your moment to shine! 

 
Please note that Canberra Philharmonic Society reserves the right, at its sole and absolute discretion, to not 
cast any role from these auditions if, in the opinion of the Audition Panel, the right person for the role is not 
found.  In this event the Society may pursue other means to fill a vacant role. 

 

Synopsis 

From the award winning visionary Baz Luhrmann, creator of Moulin Rouge!, Romeo & Juliet and The Great 
Gatsby, comes Strictly Ballroom, a brand new musical for the stage inspired by his classic film. 

Now receiving it’s Community Theatre Australian Premiere, Strictly Ballroom the Musical tells the inspiring 
story of Scott, a championship ballroom dancer who defies all the rules and follows his heart, not only to 
find his true calling but also his true love. 

CHARACTER REQUIREMENTS 

 



Audition Pack Philo’s STRICTLY BALLROOM THE MUSICAL 

Page 5 of 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Audition Pack Philo’s STRICTLY BALLROOM THE MUSICAL 

Page 6 of 8 

 

 

 

 



Audition Pack Philo’s STRICTLY BALLROOM THE MUSICAL 

Page 7 of 8 

 

 



Audition Pack Philo’s STRICTLY BALLROOM THE MUSICAL 

Page 8 of 8 

 

 


